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FACTS: Mishap aircraft (MA) began a delivery
sortie out of Dobbins ARB GA. The mishap pilot
(MP) led escort F-15s around the VER traffic pattern
to perform an airborne pickup of a KC-135 tanker for
the delivery flight to Edwards AFB CA. The MA
struck a bird just prior to completing a right-hand
turn, burned down fuel and made uneventful straight-
in landing back at Dobbins ARB. The bird struck the
right side of the fuselage and entered the right engine.
Damage estimate is $2.5M-$3.0M.

STATUS: Abbreviated SIB and AIB convened. SIB
in progress.




