EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION

F-15D, T/N 78-000562
HICKAM AFB, HAWAII
1 FEBRUARY 2008

On 1 February 2008, at approximately 1315 local time, one F-15C and one F-15D aircraft
departed Hickam Air Force Base, Hawaii, for a training mission. At 1334, the F-15D, tail
number 78-000562, impacted the water 58 miles south-southeast of Hickam AFB. The mishap
pilot (MP) safely ejected from the aircraft and the United States Coast Guard successfully
recovered him from the Pacific Ocean. The MP sustained only minor injuries. The mishap
aircraft (MA) was destroyed on impact and caused no damage to private property. The wreckage
sank in an area where the water depth exceeds 15,000 feet and it was not recovered. The MA
was based at Hickam AFB, and assigned to the 154th Wing, Hawaii Air National Guard. The
mishap mission was flown in Warning Area 193, which extends from 38 to 150 nautical miles
south of Hickam AFB.

The planned mission for the mishap flight was a basic fighter maneuvers training sortie,
involving one-on-one offensive and defensive maneuvering. During the first engagement, the
MP maneuvered the MA in a nearly level, maximum G, left hand turn. Subsequently, he
commanded full left rudder to initiate a tight, left banked, descending turn. While turning, he
noticed his Control Augmentation System (CAS) had disengaged. He reset the switches and the
CAS momentarily re-engaged but soon disengaged for a second time. The MP transmitted
“knock it off” to terminate the maneuvering so he could investigate the possible malfunction. As
the MP attempted to roll out of the left bank and arrest the descent, he noticed the aircraft was
not responding to his inputs. He made numerous attempts to regain control of the MA, but all
proved unsuccessful. When the MA descended through 6,000 feet without any sign it would
respond to his controls, the MP ejected from the aircraft.

The AIB president did not find clear and convincing evidence to determine a root cause for the
mishap. The AIB president found sufficient evidence to conclude that both rudders on the MA
deflected to the left, most likely due to a failure in the Aileron-Rudder Interconnect, substantially
contributing to the mishap. The deflected rudders caused the MA to continue in a left hand
yawing, rolling turn with sufficient yaw rate to cause the CAS to disengage. The MP was unable
to regain control of the MA and he initiated ejection from the aircraft.

Under 10 U.S.C. 2254(d) any opinion of the accident investigators as to the cause of, or the factors
contributing to, the accident set forth in the accident investigation report may not be considered as
evidence in any civil or criminal proceeding arising from the accident, nor may such information be
considered an admission of liability of the United State or by any person referred to in those conclusions
oF Statements.
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