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On 18 January 2007, T-38C tail number 68-8199 assigned to the 50th Flying Training 
Squadron, 14th Flying Training Wing, Columbus Air Force Base, MS, crashed after 
impacting multiple Mallard ducks.  The crash occurred at 13:30 CST in an unoccupied 
rice field approximately 10 miles WNW of Batesville, MS.   The mishap pilot (MP) and 
mishap instructor pilot (MIP) ejected without injury and the mishap aircraft (MA) was 
destroyed. 

The mishap occurred on a 2-ship formation low-level navigation training mission.  
Approximately 13 minutes into the low-level route, the MA struck multiple Mallard 
ducks.  Both the MA’s engines experienced compressor stalls, resulting in an immediate 
thrust deficient condition.  The MIP attempted to correct the condition and recover the 
engines in accordance with all applicable procedures.  When the engines did not recover, 
the MIP commanded ejection as the aircraft descended through the recommended 
minimum ejection altitude.  The MIP and MP ejected safely without injury.  The MA was 
destroyed upon impact at a loss valued at $6.0M.  Property damage was limited to ground 
scarring and fuel and hydraulic contamination.   

Clear and convincing evidence establishes the cause of the mishap as multiple 
Mallard duck strikes on the front cockpit canopy of the aircraft, resulting in canopy 
penetration.  The canopy pieces were ingested into the engines causing failure of both 
engines.  This led to an unrecoverable condition at low altitude and proper decision by 
the crew to eject. 

 
 
 

Under 10 U.S.C. 2254(d) any opinion of the accident investigators as to the cause of, or the factors 
contributing to, the accident set forth in the accident investigation report may not be considered as evidence 
in any civil or criminal proceeding arising from the accident, nor may such information be considered an 
admission of liability of the United States or by any person referred to in those conclusions or statements. 
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