EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION
F-15E, S/N 91-0308
RAF Lakenheath, United Kingdom

12 February 2002

On 12 Feb 02, at 1528 local time (1528 Zulu), an F-15E, S/N 91-0308, experienced a left engine
fire on takeoff. The F-15E, assigned to the 492™ Fighter Squadron, 48™ Fighter Wing, RAF
Lakenheath, United Kingdom, was number two of a two ship basic surface attack mission. The
Mishap Pilot and Weapon System Officer, both of the 492" Fighter Squadron recovered the
aircraft safely. There were no injuries to military or civilian personnel and no property damage.

The aircraft experienced a compressor stall on takeoff followed immediately by engine
stagnation and fire.

The primary cause of the mishap was engine stall, stagnation, and fire due to several factors
meluding engine operation in secondary mode, reduced stall margin, and high fuel flow rate into
the mishap engine. There was no damage to the aircraft as fire was confined to the engine
casing. There was approximately $1.2 million in damage to components of the mishap engine.

Under 10 U.S.C. 2254(d), any opinion of the accident investigators as to the cause of, or the
factors contributing to, the accident set forth in the accident investigation report may not be
considered as evidence in any civil or criminal proceeding arising from an aircraft accident, nor
may such information be considered an admission of liability by the United States or by any
person referred to in those conclusions or statements.



