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On 15 May 2002, at 1215 L (1715-Zulu), the left main landing gear on a B-2A, SIN 82-
1069, collapsed in Dock 7 on Whiteman AFB, MO. The B-2A, assigned to the 393d
Bomb Squadron, 509th Bomb Wing, Whiteman AFB, was undergoing non-routine
diagnostic maintenance on the left main landing gear to eliminate false computer
indications of the gear's position. Five maintenance personnel were under the aircraft
when it collapsed and were injured. Three persons from the 509th Maintenance Squadron
received minor cuts and bruises, one from the 393d Bomb Squadron received a head
injury, and one from the 509th Operations Group received head and neck injuries. There
was no injury or property damage to civilians on the ground. Aircraft damage from the
mishap included the left main landing gear, the left weapons bay and main gear doors, the
left wing and it's control surfaces, and a yet to be determined amount ofintemal

structural damage.

Shortly before the gear collapsed, maintenance personnel were removing gear indication
sensor components on the left main landing gear.

The primary cause of the mishap was improper maintenance practices not sanctioned in
the aircraft technical orders and maintenance job guides. The Board determined that a
main landing gear safety pin was improperly removed by one of the maintenance
personnel, followed by the same individual pushing up the lock-link assembly into an
unsafe retracted condition. Without hydraulic power, the aircraft collapsed under its own
weight. Material failure and design flaws were ruled out as possible contributing factors.

Under 10 U.S.C. 2254(d), any opinion of the accident investigators as to the cause of, or
the factors contributing to, the accident set forth in the accident investigation report may
not be considered as evidence in any civil or criminal proceeding arising from an aircraft
accident, nor may such information be considered an admission of liability by the United
States or by any person referred to in those conclusions or statements.


